
June 22, 1948 ^^ ^̂  DEPARTMENT OF L.4B0R 

Wage and-Hour and Public Contracts Divisions 
Washington 25, D. 0 

MCCOMB DISAPPROVES COMITTEE RECOKJv-'ENDATION FOR UNCHA.KGED-MINIMUM 
WAGE ORDER FOR ^^GETABLS PACKING INDUSTRY IN PUERTO RICO 

In&a. R, McComb, A d n i n i s t r a t o r of t h e Wage and Hour and Publ ic Cont rac ts 

D i v i s i o n s , U. S. Department of Labor, today disapproved a reconmendation by a t r i ­

p a r t i t e i n d u s t r j ' committee t h a t t h e 15-can ts -an-hour minimum wage under the Fa i r 

Labor Standards Act remain unchanged for the Vegetable Packing I n d u s t r y i n Puerto 

R ico , 

In disappro-ving the recoramendation, i n accordance -with the prov is ions of 

s e c t i o n 8(d) of the Act, the Adminis t ra to r said " the m.inimun wage r a t e recomraended 

i s not the h i g h e s t rainimun which w i l l not s u b s t a n t i a l l y c u r t a i l em,plo3niient i n the 

i n d u s t r y on the I s l a n d , " In a formal f ind ings and op in ion , McComb holds t h a t the 

commit tee ' s recoraniendation i s not supported by evidence adduced a t a publ ic h e a r -

ing February 9, a t which i t was shown t h a t t he i n d u s t r y now i s paying m.ost eaiploy­

ees more than the miniraum of 15 cen t s an hour , e s t a b l i s h e d by wage order May 12, 

1941 , 

Under pro-'/isions of the Wage and Hour Law, the Admin i s t r a to r , a f t e r 

disappro-ving a comnit tee recommiendEtion, nay r e f e r the ma t t e r bcck t o the same 

committee, or to r new comraittee, for f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and recommendation. 

Text of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o rder d isapproving the recommandation i s 

publ i shed i n the Federa l R e g i s t e r today . Copies of the o r d e r , as w e l l as of the 

f ind ings and opinion upon which i t i s based, may be obta ined from, the Divis ions 

wi thout charge on r e q u e s t . 
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